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care programs administered by the VA, some 
have questioned whether the VA’s Spina 
Bifida Program, which provides health care to 
children of Vietnam War and certain Korean 
War veterans for spina bifida-related medical 
conditions, and the Children of Women Viet-
nam Veterans Health Care Program, which 
provides care for certain birth defects of the 
biological child of a woman veteran who 
served in Vietnam, meets the individual re-
quirement. H.R. 5014 leaves no room for 
doubt. 

As a veteran of WWII, I understand what 
our brave American men and women give up 
to serve our country. For the past several 
years, the Democratic Congress has honored 
them and their dependents with benefits wor-
thy of their service. This legislation continues 
to pay tribute to our veterans, providing them 
the respect they deserve by codifying that all 
VA Health Care programs are covered by the 
health care reform law. Mr. Speaker, I urge 
my colleagues to join me in supporting H.R. 
5014. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 19, 2010 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, on May 
18, 2010, I was unavoidably detained and was 
unable to record my vote for rollcall No. 261. 
Had I been present I would have voted: Roll-
call No. 273: ‘‘yes’’—Endangered Fish Recov-
ery Programs Improvement Act of 2009. 

f 

COMMENDING TAM TRAN 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 19, 2010 

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Madam 
Speaker, as the Chair of the Subcommittee on 
Immigration, Citizenship, Refugees, Border 
Security, and International Law, I rise today to 
honor the life of Tam Tran. 

Tam and her family overcame great odds to 
come to America. The Vietnamese govern-
ment sent Tam’s father, Mr. Tuan Ngoc Tran, 
to a ‘‘re-education’’ camp for anti-communist 
activities. Mr. Tran and his wife, Ms. Loc Thi 
Pham, escaped political persecution in Viet-
nam by fleeing in a boat and were rescued at 
sea by the German navy. They lived in Ger-
many as refugees where Tam and her brother, 
Mr. Thien Ngoc Tran, were born. 

The Tran family came to the United States 
when Tam was 6 years old to reunite with 
family members who had settled in California. 
Her parents applied for political asylum. Their 
asylum request was denied, but the family re-
ceived withholding of deportation because 
they would have faced persecution if they 
were sent to Vietnam. But withholding does 
not lead to a green card or U.S. citizenship. 
Tam and her brother were born in Germany, 
but were not German citizens. They were 
stateless, trapped in immigration limbo. 

In the meantime, Tam and her brother grew 
up in Garden Grove. She graduated from 
Santiago High School, and was accepted into 

the University of California at Los Angeles. 
She worked multiple jobs while carrying a full 
load of classes, but still managed to graduate 
from UCLA in 2006 with a bachelor’s degree 
in American Literature and Culture and with 
Latin, Departmental, and College honors. 

Tam also became one of the leading advo-
cates for the ‘‘Development, Relief and Edu-
cation for Alien Minors’’ Act, commonly known 
as the DREAM Act. The DREAM Act would 
provide a path to citizenship for undocu-
mented immigrants who were brought to the 
United States as innocent children, if they 
graduate from a U.S. high school and serve in 
the military or attend at least two years of col-
lege. The DREAM Act would finally allow Tam 
to officially become what she always felt her-
self to be—an American. 

I had the pleasure of meeting Tam when 
she testified before the Immigration Sub-
committee on May 18, 2007, on the DREAM 
Act. Tam described growing up in California, 
‘‘watching Speed Racer and Mighty Mouse 
every Saturday morning.’’ She described her 
frustration at the work permits that never ar-
rived on time even though she was in the 
country legally, and at not being able to afford 
the $50,000 out-of-state tuition and living ex-
penses a year for the Ph.D. program at UCLA, 
even though she had grown up in California 
and had been accepted into the program. Tam 
nonetheless hoped that she would overcome 
these odds and become an ‘‘academic re-
searcher and socially conscious video docu-
mentarian.’’ The poise and eloquence of Tam 
and the other student witnesses at the hearing 
was the best evidence of how America would 
benefit from their skills and talents by the pas-
sage of the DREAM Act. 

Tam came one step closer to achieving her 
dream when she was accepted into the Ph.D. 
program in American Civilization at Brown Uni-
versity. She was excelling in her studies and 
continuing her leadership and advocacy on the 
DREAM Act, when she was tragically and un-
expectedly taken from us. Tam and one of her 
close friends, Cinthya Felix, also a DREAM 
Act student, died in a car crash on May 15, 
2010. 

My heart goes out to the Tran family at their 
unthinkable loss. I have no doubt that Tam 
would have contributed much to America. 
Even though our broken immigration system 
constantly threw roadblocks in her way, Tam 
always persevered and fought to live the 
American dream. I will redouble my effort and 
commitment to pass the DREAM Act in her 
memory, so that other innocent children in her 
predicament will not have to suffer the hard-
ships that Tam had to endure just to become 
a productive member of this country. 

f 

REGARDING H. RES. 1187 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 19, 2010 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
as an original sponsor of H. Res. 1187 with 
my colleague Mr. MORAN. This resolution rec-
ognizes the contributions of our federal em-
ployees and supports the goal of protecting 
their safety and security. 

It is a federal crime to assault or forcefully 
interfere with a federal employee while they 

are engaged in their official duties. Yet, be-
tween 2001 and 2008, there were more than 
1,200 attacks made on just IRS employees 
alone. The most recent incident involved a 
pilot flying a small plane into an IRS office 
complex in Austin, Texas, killing Vernon 
Hunter, a Vietnam veteran and IRS employee. 

The Federal workforce is comprised of mil-
lions of employees who provide every kind of 
public service from fighting crime and fires, to 
protecting health, to preserving the environ-
ment and securing our borders. These dedi-
cated public servants deserve our support, re-
spect and protection. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in supporting 
this resolution to express our appreciation to 
federal employees for the work they do, and to 
urge the government to seek out ways to en-
sure their safety. 

f 

HONORING DELTA KAPPA GAMMA 
SOCIETY INTERNATIONAL 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 19, 2010 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commend the California Chapter of 
Delta Kappa Gamma Society International 
upon their 74th anniversary. The organization 
will be holding its annual convention at the 
Fresno Radisson Hotel and Conference Cen-
ter in Fresno, California from Friday, April 30 
through Sunday, May 2, 2010. This is the first 
time that the annual meeting has been held in 
Fresno. 

Delta Kappa Gamma Society International 
was established in 1929, with the desire to 
promote professional and personal growth in 
women educators and excellence in edu-
cation. Chi State is the State Chapter of Delta 
Kappa Gamma Society International and was 
established in 1936. The organization is in-
volved in literacy and philanthropy projects 
throughout the state. The membership is 
made up of active administrators, teachers 
from kindergarten through college and retirees 
who continue to substitute or volunteer in 
classrooms and community centers. Today, 
there are over six thousand members in Cali-
fornia and one hundred and forty thousand 
members from sixteen countries. Many indi-
vidual members are also members of other 
district-level, state and national education or-
ganizations. 

Delta Kappa Gamma Society International 
offers financial aid to outstanding educational 
and community projects; as well as women 
students outside of the United States and 
Canada pursuing professional careers. The 
goal of the organization is to provide guidance 
and inspiration to women educators helping 
them to excel in their professional careers. 
They have a strong mentorship program and 
provide mutual support and interaction in all 
educational fields and at all levels. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today to commend 
and congratulate the California Chapter of 
Delta Kappa Gamma Society International on 
their success in assisting women educators 
from around the world. I invite my colleagues 
to join me in wishing the organization many 
years of continued success. 
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LETTER TO PRESIDENT OBAMA ON 

PREVENTING TERRORISM 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 19, 2010 

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, I want to share 
the following letter that I have sent to Presi-
dent Obama urging him to implement several 
bipartisan proposals that would strengthen our 
national security. These proposals include 
bringing back the co-chairs of the 9/11 Com-
mission for a 6-month period to review the im-
plementation of the commission’s rec-
ommendations and creating a ‘‘Team B’’ of ex-
perts outside of government to review our 
counterterrorism strategy. 

In light of the Senate Select Committee on 
Intelligence’s report of the 14 ‘‘points of fail-
ure’’ with regard to the attempted Christmas 
Day bombing, it is disappointing that the ad-
ministration has not adopted these proposals 
that would make our country safer. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 

Washington, DC, May 19, 2010. 
Hon. BARACK H. OBAMA, 
The President, The White House, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: Yesterday, the Sen-
ate Select Committee on Intelligence (SSCI) 
released an unclassified summary of its re-
port on the attempted terrorist attack on 
Christmas Day. In reviewing the report’s 
conclusions, including the 14 specific ‘‘points 
of failure’’ in U.S. intelligence prior to the 
attack, it occurred to me that many of these 
‘‘points of failure’’ could have been pre-
vented through greater outside review of our 
national counterterrorism operations and 
strategy. 

As you know, over the last five months I 
have repeatedly urged your administration 
to adopt four bipartisan proposals that 
would strengthen our national security. 
These ideas include bringing back the co- 
chairs of the 9/11 Commission for a six-month 
review, making the Transportation Security 
Administration (TSA) administrator a set 10- 
year term to bring greater stability and ex-
pertise to the agency, collocating the new 
High Value Detainee Interrogation Group 
(HIG) at the National Counterterrorism Cen-
ter, and creating a ‘‘Team B’’ of outside 
counterterrorism experts to review and chal-
lenge our strategy and assumptions across 
the intelligence community. 

In reviewing the 14 ‘‘points of failure’’ 
identified in the SSCI report, I believe many 
of the operational missteps could have been 
prevented if the co-chairs of the 9/11 Commis-
sion—former Rep. Lee Hamilton and former 
Gov. Thomas Kean—had been able to con-
duct a 6-month review of the implementation 
of the commission’s original recommenda-
tions. Specifically, I believe that points 1, 2, 
3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, and 13, listed in the 
enclosed report could have been mitigated by 
a follow-up review of the 9/11 Commission’s 
recommendations. 

Additionally, I believe that points 7 and 14, 
‘‘Intelligence Analysts Were Primarily Fo-
cused on Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula 
(AQAP) Threats to U.S. Interests in Yemen, 
Rather than on Potential AQAP Threats to 
the U.S. Homeland,’’ could have been miti-
gated if a ‘‘Team B’’ of outside experts had 
been able to challenge institutionalized as-
sumptions throughout the intelligence com-
munity. The team would represent a ‘‘new 
approach to counterterrorism’’ which focuses 
not just on connecting the dots of intel-

ligence, but which seeks to stay a step ahead 
in understanding how to break the 
radicalization and recruitment cycle that 
sustains our enemy, how to disrupt their net-
work globally and how to strategically iso-
late them. 

Last month, I wrote you to share a recent 
article from respected Georgetown Univer-
sity professor Bruce Hoffman, who endorses 
the ‘‘Team B’’ approach. He said, ‘‘One im-
portant yet currently languishing congres-
sional initiative that would help counter this 
strategy is Representative Frank Wolf’s pro-
posal to institutionalize a ‘red team’ or 
‘Team B’ counterterrorist capability as an 
essential element of our efforts to combat 
terrorism and in the war against al-Qaeda.’’ 
I believe that, in light of the SSCI report, 
such an approach is needed now more than 
ever. 

Although we now have the benefit of hind-
sight, it is critical that we take the lessons 
from the failed attack and implement meas-
ures to further review our counterterrorism 
processes and strategy. It is inexcusable that 
we would not draw on these valuable outside 
experts’ wisdom to strengthen our homeland 
and ensure that these mistakes are not re-
peated. 

Best wishes. 
Sincerely, 

FRANK R. WOLF, 
Member of Congress. 

f 

PLUMBERS LOCAL UNION 210 AN-
NUAL APPRENTICE GRADUATION 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 19, 2010 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great sincerity and respect that I offer con-
gratulations to several of Northwest Indiana’s 
most talented, dedicated, and hardworking in-
dividuals. On Friday, June 4, 2010, the Plumb-
ers Local Union 210 will honor the graduating 
class of 2010 at the Annual Apprentice Grad-
uation Banquet, which will be held at Tiebel’s 
Restaurant in Schererville, Indiana. 

At this year’s banquet, the Plumbers Local 
Union 210 will recognize and honor the 2010 
Apprentice Graduates. The individuals who 
have completed their apprentice training in 
2010 are: Jonathan Banaszak, Matthew 
Czarnecki, Bernard Jewett, Kevin Kuzma, 
Bryan Lain, William Linebaugh, Roy 
Swearengin, Jeremy VanHoose, and Dustin 
Weber. 

Northwest Indiana has a rich history of ex-
cellence in its craftsmanship and loyalty by its 
tradesmen. These graduates are outstanding 
examples of each. They have mastered their 
trade and have demonstrated their loyalty to 
both the union and the community through 
their hard work and selfless dedication. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that you and my 
other distinguished colleagues join me in con-
gratulating these dedicated and hardworking 
individuals. Along with the other men and 
women of Northwest Indiana’s unions, these 
individuals have committed themselves to 
making a significant contribution to the growth 
and development of the economy of the First 
Congressional District, and I am very proud to 
represent them in Washington, DC. 

A TRIBUTE TO THE SALVATION 
ARMY SERVING SACRAMENTO 
FOR 125 YEARS 

HON. DANIEL E. LUNGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 19, 2010 

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of California. 
Madam Speaker, I rise to pay tribute to the 
Salvation Army, and to honor its 125th anni-
versary in the Sacramento region today on 
May 19, 2010. 

The founder and first general of the Salva-
tion Army, William Booth, was born in eco-
nomic and spiritual poverty, yet he founded a 
worldwide organization dedicated to their 
eradication—an organization that now serves 
the neediest of the needy in 120 countries. 

In 1865, the Salvation Army began in the 
East Side of London, and several years later 
General Booth sent a few of his followers to 
establish army roots in America. 

In 1885, Major Alfred Wells arrived in Sac-
ramento with the determination to follow the 
lead of General Booth by ministering to any-
one in need. Back then, there were many fam-
ilies and individuals looking for work, looking 
for food and looking for hope. Fast forward to 
the present time—125 years later—and the 
Salvation Army is still in Sacramento, still 
reaching out to people who need assistance 
with jobs, food, and of course, hope. 

Today, on May 19, 2010, the Salvation 
Army marks 125 years of service to Sac-
ramento. As they look to the future, they know 
times may become even more challenging. 
And yet, they are ready to accept that chal-
lenge. Nothing will deter the Salvation Army 
from continuing its service to the Sacramento 
community. 

Over the years as the needs of the Sac-
ramento region have changed, the army’s pro-
grams in Sacramento have reflected those 
needs. There have been shelter programs for 
men, women, and families; rehabilitation pro-
grams for those overcoming alcohol or drug 
problems; programs for emergency and dis-
aster response, and disaster preparedness 
training; programs providing sports leagues, 
youth activities, tutoring, and child develop-
ment centers, and many more. 

Now, I thank the Salvation Army—on behalf 
of our community—as it continues its legacy in 
the Sacramento region. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MUFTIAH MCCARTIN 

HON. JERRY LEWIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 19, 2010 

Mr. LEWIS of California. Madam Speaker, 
over the last several months several of our 
colleagues have announced they plan to retire 
from Congress and in a few months some 
may not return to us due to the workings of 
our democracy. All of their departures will, in 
some way or another, impact this body—the 
peoples’ House. 

But there will be one loss this year that will 
be felt most by the members and staff on both 
sides of the aisle—that of Muftiah McCartin. 
Now Muftiah’s name may not be well known to 
the people who live in our districts, but I would 
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